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MEASURING AND VALUING UNPAID CARE WORK

Unpaid care work performed in households is productive work, but is often
implicitly considered unproductive because it is beyond the conventional
production boundaries (i.e., not included in systems of national account
POLICY HIGHLIGHTS (SNA) measures). This paper estimates both the amount of unpaid care
provided and the cost of hiring paid care workers to replace the work done
by unpaid care workers in South Korea in 2009 and 2014.
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of unpaid care work reinforces ESTIMATES OF TIME AND COST OF UNPAID CARE WORK
gender inequality and hinders IN SOUTH KOREA
economic development.
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improve data collection to allow P

accurate estimation of the scope and POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
cost of unpaid care work.
Measuring unpaid work is critical for addressing unintended impacts of

macroeconomic policy on the labor force, women'’s work, and economic
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Randolph development. Time use surveys are valuable sources of information on
CWE-GAM Working Paper 21-03: Estimating unpaid work; improving these types of surveys should be prioritized to
the unpaid care sector in South Korea address the critical issue of care in the South Korean economy.
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